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Truth essential to a story.         [A. D. 17
publications; but I could not help thinking, that many m would be much injured in their reputation, by having ; surd and vicious sayings imputed to them; and that redr< ought in such cases to be given.
He said,' The value of every story depends on its bei true.    A story is a picture either of an  individual or human nature in general: if it be false, it is a picture nothing.     For instance: suppose a man should tell tl Johnson, before setting out for Italy, as he had to cr the Alps, sat down to make himself wings.    This ma people would believe; but it would be a picture of no ing.    *******' (naming a worthy friend of ours,) used think a story, a story, till I shewed him  that truth v essential to it2.'     I observed, that  Foote entertained with stories which were not true; but that, indeed, it v properly not as narratives that Foote's stories pleased but as collections of ludicrous images.    JOHNSON. ' Fo< is quite impartial, for he tells lies of every body.'
The importance of strict and scrupulous veracity canr
1  The number of the asterisks, taken with the term worthy frie renders it almost certain that Langton was meant.    The story mig however, have been told of Reynolds, for he wrote of Johnson ' Truth, whether in great or little matters, he held sacred.   From violation of truth, he said, in great things your character or your terest was affected; in lesser things, your pleasure is equally destroy I remember, on his relating some incident, I added something to relation which I supposed might likewise have happened : " It wo have been a better story," says he, " if it had been so; but it was no Taylor's Reynolds, ii. 457.    Mrs. Piozzi records (Anec. p. 116) :—' story," says Johnson, "is a specimen of human manners, and deri its sole value from its truth.   When Foote has told me somethin dismiss it from my mind like a passing shadow; when Reynolds t me something, I consider myself as possessed of an idea the more.
2  Boswell felt this when, more than eight years earlier, he wrote ' As I have related Paoli's remarkable sayings, I declare upon hon that I have neither added nor diminished; nay, so scrupulous hav been, that I would not make the smallest variation, even when friends thought it would be an improvement.  I know with how mi pleasure we read what is perfectly authentick.'    Boswell's Corsica, 1879, p. 126.   Stepost, iii. 237.wlirn Srnihuul wan refused a inilitM. .t»»l fls-«»f:H5 Jn-i-srH ailr««»fri| by thr rrftiniil. The ntuiu* was fhu'trn fr«>fii A i(ti.iittt -s»»ti *»f .«Hi»ii«Hi luthr |jr*nrij>l»'!< it wan nu'untlo rxi'iir.i*-* .8»tt»s» l*i 'siji up i he fur .uttt »|nrit ul thr t'uutitry.' Seer^//1?', ii,4jt( m»tr.
